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Abstract : This article dismantles the dichotomy of gentrification and anti-gentrification by exploring
the ambivalent actors who criticize and simultaneously support commercial gentrification, From a
topological perspective, I conceptualize ambivalent actors who traverse the ambiguous and fluid
edges of (anti)gentrification while becoming (anti)gentrifiers. Those actors are topological subjects as
they endlessly change and sustain the relations of (anti)gentrification in and through ambivalent
feelings of desire, anxiety, attachment, and hate. In doing so, I underline actors living through Seo-
chon’s commercial gentrification and thus examine how their ambivalent feelings continue the
paradoxical process of becoming-(anti)gentrifiers. Consequently, this article provides a new theoretical
framework and insight for gentrification studies by moving beyond dichotomies of winner/loser,
development/preservation, and insider/outsider while expanding the discussion about actors’

ambivalence and topology in gentrification studies.
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