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The Negative Brand Value of Place Names:
Conceptualizing Toponymic Stigma
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Abstract : This study started out of interest in the practice of excluding geographic locations for the
naming of infectious diseases, as exemplified by COVID-19. It focused on the possibility of damaging
brand value of place names when they are associated with toxic facilities, dangerous incidents, or
detrimental images. A hypothetical concept of the negative brand value of place names was investi-
gated for its validity through the cases of place names adopted for diseases, avoided or given stigma
effect for negative symbolism or meanings, and of negative images given to places. It is found that the
negative identity of places is developed either gradually by a socio-economic situation or radically by
accidental incidents, disasters or diseases. In this process, risk perception is involved and accelerated
by way of risk communication. The place-based stigma produces stigmatized toponymsby damaging
the brand value of place names. In contrast, the stigma effect that place names have received makes
stigmatizing toponyms, which bring substantive losses to places. The toponymic stigma is proposed
as a collective term which embraces these two concepts. It is regarded that the negative value of place

names exists in interaction with the practices of toponymic stigma.,

Key Words : place name, place, negative brand value, toponymic stigma, negative identity, risk
perception
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